
The Washingtc 


The Freshman Who Raised the Fuss 

Episode May Help Build Santorum’s Reputation— for Better and Worse 



BY RAY LUSTIG— THE WASHINGTON POST 

Freshman Sen. Rick Santorum, flanked by Sens. Thad Cochran, left, and 
Connie Mack, talks with reporters after meeting about Sen. Mark Hatfield. 


By Kevin Merida 

, r .Washington Post Staff Writer 

The buzz in the Capitol’s corridors 
yesterday among those intrigued by 
the Mark Hatfield drama was this: 
Who exactly is Rick Santorum and 
what possessed this freshman senator 
to take on a senior member of his own 
party? 

Santorum (R-Pa.) joined only sec- 
ond-term Sen. Connie Mack (R-Fla.) 
in publicly pushing for yesterday’s ex- 
traordinary meeting to consider disci- 
plining the Senate Appropriations 
Committee chairman for leaving his 
party one vote short of passing a bal- 
anced budget amendment last week. 

“Santorum’s as much a senator as . 
the most senior member and he has 
a right to do and say anything he 
wants,” said fellow freshman Sen. 
FrSh D. Thompson (R-Tenn.) in a 
bristled defense of his colleague. 

Tftjthe end, the effort to enforce 
party loyalty at Hatfield’s expense 
fizdeid. But the episode is likely to 
enhance Santorum’s reputation — for 
go® and for bad — as a hard-charg- 
in|f Conservative flamethrower who 
seejns more comfortable with con- 
frontation than with conciliation. 

After yesterday’s session at which 
a vote on Hatfield’s future was called 
off. Santorum said he accepted the 
argjitnent that it was wrong to pun- 
ish the Oregon senator “retroactive- 
lyf#ut he added that his intention 
was to “send a shot across the bow 
to the leaders of this conference . . . 
and it better be received.” 

- And that message? 

“The message is simply that we 
expect out of our leadership to lead,” 
he said, complaining that Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Robert J. Dole (R- 
Kan.) seems to have less power than 
other leaders in both chambers to 
select, influence or remove commit- 
tee chairmen. “We have leadership 
and chairmen who now clearly un- 
derstand that there is sentiment out 
there to change things and change 
tilings quickly,” he said. 

The son of an Italian immigrant, 
Santorum cut his teeth in politics 


working on campaigns while a student 
at Penn State. At 36, he is the Sen- 
ate’s youngest member. After serving 
two terms in the House, he knocked 
pff Sen. Hams Wofford (D) last year 
in an expensive and bitter campaign. 
His calls for lower taxes and less gov- 
ernment, and a vow to be more re- 
sponsive to the people back home, 
resonated with many voters. 

> his brash style also offended 
f 01 ?? - Theresa Heinz, widow of Sen. 
John Heinz (R-Pa.), described him as 
ffart of a “worrisome breed” of pohti- 
<3ans who “mock, belittle and vilify 
those who disagree with him.” 

! In the House, where he repre- 
sented a solidly Democratic district in 
suburban Pittsburgh, he was one of 
tiie noisy reformers who often got un- 


der the skin of Democrats. He is best 
known as a member of the “Gang of 
Seven” House Republicans who helped 
expose the House Bank scandal, 
forced a full disclosure of the over- 
drafts, pushed for an audit of a House 
contingency fund and lobbied for other 
internal reforms. More recently, his 
work on welfare reform in the House 
formed the basis for the GOP’s “Con- 
tract With America” welfare plank. 

“I try not to take the - long way 
around to get to things. But it’s nev- 
er personal,” Santorum said. “The 
confrontations I’ve had are on things 
I feel very strongly principled about. 

I don’t just go around picking fights 
for the sake of picking fights.” 

During debate on the balanced 
budget amendment, Santorum found 
himself alone on the floor with one of 
the Senate's masters, the veteran 
Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.). Initially 
tentative, looking very much like boy- 
ish fresh meat for the lion, Santorum 
soon appeared more confident. But 
Byrd easily had his way with him 
As the debate wore on, and then 
turned nasty, the Senate’s GOP fresh- 
men grew more agitated with the leg- 
endary Byrd — especially after he ac- 
cused Dole of “sleazy, tawdry” tactics 
in postponing the balanced budget 
amendment vote to avert defeat. 

During a subsequent meeting, 
some of the freshmen Republicans 
vented their disgust with Byrd, the 
former chairman and now senior 
Democrat on Appropriations. Rep. 
Olympia j. Snowe (R-Maine) said it 
seemed as if Byrd was “treated as a 
co-equal [to Hatfield] in the Appropri- 
ations Committee. Some people told 
me he was referred to as co-chair.” 
Snowe said she discussed the mat- 
ter with Dole. Snowe’s sentiment 
seems to be part of a broader frus- 
tration among GOP freshmen about 
the pace of change in the Senate that 
is tied into the Hatfield matter. 

Though the class was divided over 
how to proceed on Hatfield, Sen. John 
Ashcroft (R-Mo.) said soberly: “To say 


that there is some frustration among 
the freshman class is correct.” 
Santorum said he prefers to look 
forward now. As for Hatfield? “I have 
a lot of respect for Mark Hatfield and 
the service he’s provided for this 
country, but he is an equal to me — in 
that we’re both United States sena- 
tors. I have every right to be heard 
and make things happen as much as 
anybody else ” 



